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INTRODUCTION 


T he Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
(U.S.S.R.) is a multbaational state the 
name of which, by a curious quirk, does not 
conuin the word ‘Russian*; that is used only 
for the Russian Socialist Federated Soviet 
Republic (R.S.F.S.R.), the most important of 
the sixteen republics which make up the Union. 

The U.S.S.R. is the direct heir of the Russia 
of before the First World War; she has re¬ 
covered and even enlarged the territories 
amassed little by little over the centuries, 
first by the princes of Kiev and their immediate 
successors, then by the rulers of Moscow and 
by the Emperors of‘all the Russias’. 

This immense state now has an area three 
times greater than the United States and forty 
times greater than France, covering one-sixth 
of the land surface of the world. Its creators 
were the eastern Slavs and particularly the 
Great Russians, who in the course of centuries 
found a great field for expansion, both to the 
south of Russia in Europe and also in Asia, 
where Slav colonization has been going on for 
the last 400 years. In fact, among the 200 
million inhabitants of the Soviet Union, 
extending from the Niemen and the Carpath¬ 
ians to the Pacific Ocean, there are nearly 200 
different races and nationalities, all under the 
sway of Moscow, which maintains tift unity of 
this vast empire by a carefuUy calculated 
i^ure of centralization and autonomy, above 
all in things cultural. 


The Soviet Union of today, heir of 
Empire of the Tsars, is thus the product 
long historical and cultural evolution in w] 
successive stages can be distinguished. Fi 
begmnuig in the tenth century, came 
fomauon and consolidation of the Russii 
^ev the princes of which. Varengians fi 
bcandinavia, brought under control the east 
Slavs already settled somewhat precarioi 
oa the steppes of southern Russia. Th 


beginning in the thirteenth century, came the 
gradual development of Muscovite Russia 
under iu princes, of whom the most famous 
were Ivan III and above all Ivan IV, ‘the 
Terrible’ (1522-84). This in its turn was fol¬ 
lowed, after the confused ‘time of troubles’ at 
the end of the sixteenth century, by a magnifi¬ 
cent national awakening crotvned by the 
installation of a new dynasty, the Romanovs, 
who were to reign over Russia for more than 
300 years. After a premature experiment in 
quasi-parliamentary government under the 
first Romanovs, the rulers of Russia took a 
road which led to political and religious 
totalitarianism, being intent above all upon 
the continued enlargement of Russian tern- 
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In turning resolutely towards Western 
civilization, Peter the Great (1672-1725) 
broke with the Byzantine influences which had 
prevailed until then, and succeeded in raising 
his empire to the level of the great European 
powers, at least in the field of international 
politics. Catherine II (1762-96) followed in his 
foouteps, encouraging Western culture and art 
and maintaining relations with the French 
philosophers. At the beginning of her reign she 
showed some liberal leanings, but later, under 
preMure from the nobility, she aUowed Russia 
to shp mto a social structure which was already 
discredited in Western Europe. After her death 
foreign influences ceased to be almost 
excWely French and contacts increased 
with England and Germany. Thanks to these 
foreign i^uences. and perhaps most of aU to 
hat of France in cultural matters, Russian 
bterati^ become richer and more flexible, 

problems, drawing inspiration from the evolu- 
tion of civilization in the West. 

Nevertheless Russia remained backward 
owing to the evil of serfdom which erected a 


barrier bet>s’een the intellectuals and the 
authorities. After the faUure of the first revolu* 
tiooary attempt of 1825 (the Decembrist 
Rising), which was inspired by the ideas of the 
French Revolution, liberal ideas continued to 
be defended by a galaxy of writers and inteb 
lectuals, and for publicizing them the great 
poet Pushkin was persecuted by the Tsar 
Nicholas I. The period 1840-80 was marked by 
an extra or dinar)’ flowering of literary works of 
the first order, in particular those of Gogol 
and Turgenyev. As for Goncharov, Dostoyev¬ 
sky, Leo Tolstoy and Chekhov, whose literary 
careers greatly surpassed those of earlier 
writers, they never lost sight of the poUtical 
and social problems which the regime never 
came near to solving. From 1881 the rise of a 
new generation of ardent intellectuals, and the 
progressive awakening of the working class 
against a background of rapid industrial 
development, gave w arning of the approach of 
one of the greatest revolutions in history, 
which occured in two stages—1905 and 1917- 
18. Note that this revolution exploded pre¬ 
cisely at the moment when Russia had at last 
brilliantly caught up with Western Europe in 
the cultural and artistic sphere. Since then, the 
rulers of the U.S.S.R., in spite of apparently 
insurmotmtable obstacles, have built a sociabst 
state upon new foundations, without ever 
quite severing the thread of national tradition 
and patriotism running back to old Russia. 

The photographs in this book show not 
only the countryside of the U.S.S.R. in Europe 
and parts of its Asiatic borders, but also 
the ways of life and work of its inhabitants. In 
choosmg them, an attempt has been made to 
give some impression of the immense diversity 
of nature and of the conquests of man in a 
country which, having for the last three 
decades withdrawn itself from the rest of the 
world, has become for most foreigners a 
terra incognita. 

From the ice-free port of Murmansk in the 
extreme north of European Russia, an unexpec¬ 
ted link between ocean and continent, down to 
Samarkand the Asiatic, one of the gateways of 
those invasions which so long delayed the 
formation and unification of the Russian 
Empire, you will see pictured in the pages 
which follow landscapes, ancient monuments 
and contemporary technical achievements; in 
short the exploitation by man during the 


course of history of the vast resources, so long 
left unused and forgotten, of a country whose 
destiny means much to the future of the world. 

Here first of all are photographs of the Far 
North, until recently a frozen and unpopulated 
waste, but now', thanks to pioneers and 
scientists of the last two generations, being 
changed little by little into a land where life is 
tolerable and even offers rich hopes for the 
future. Amidst these tracts of land, covered 
with snow in winter and almost inaccessible 
swamps in summer, where previously only 
herds of reindeer wandered, railway lines, 
mines, bydro-electric schemes and factories 
have gradually appeared. Around them are 
collections of workmen's dwellings w’hich a 
unique polar agriculture, created by the genius 
of man, somehow manages to feed. 

A little further south, at the end of the Gulf 
of Finland, lies Leningrad, the ^window towards 
Europe^ which Peter the Great founded in 
1702 as a challenge to rebellious Nature. It is a 
monumental capital which has fulfilled its 
mission over more than two centuries, showing 
how Slav civilization, fertilized by Western 
influences, could give birth to splendid archi¬ 
tectural achievements. 

There is a great contrast between Leningrad 
and Novgorod, an ancient merchant city dat¬ 
ing from the tenth century, akin to the great 
medieval cities of Italy and the Low Countries 
in its repubbean rule and its expansion. Its 
architectural splendour has been almost 
entirely destroyed by the vicissitudes which it 
has suffered during the centuries, but what 
little remains is still extremely impressive and 
recaUs one of the most creative periods in the 
history of Eastern Europe in the Middle Ages. 

Moscow was originally the centre of a vast 
clearing in the northern forest and a place of 
refuge from the nomad invasions from the 
steppe. From the beginning of the fourteenth 
century and during the Tartar occupation it 
began to assert its claim to displace Kiev, the 
first capital of the Eastern Slavs. Its partial 
eclipse from the beginning of the reign of Peter 
the Great gave place after the First World War 
to a new brilliance, when it regained its posi¬ 
tion by becoming the capital of the new Soviet 
Union. It is indeed one of the largest capitals 
in the world, and despite numerous disastrous 
fires and sackings, some remarkable buildings 
have survived to iUustrate its historical 
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dcvelopmcDt. Among these are the Cathedral 
of St. Basil the Blessed and, most important of 
aD* the Kremlin with its numerous towers and 
churches. This old land city’, so different 
from St. Petersburg, is still recognizable with 
iU radiating streets and charming big houses 
surrounded by their c\vn gardens, but it is 
somewhat submerged in the mass of new 
quarters whose vast tenements and sky* 
scrapers are in such sharp contrast with the 
earlier buildings of the old town. 

From Moscow it is now easy, thanks to the 
diversion of the Moscow river, not only to 
travel to the north-west of Russia by water, 
but also to link up with the magnificent river 
artery of the Volga, Hhe mother of Russian 
rivers’, mth its huge rafts of logs and its 
important river fleet. The Volga is the heroic 
river of Russia. For a long time it was an 
obstacle to expansion into Asia, but this was 
overcome in peace-time by the construction of 
monumental bridges. During the Second World 
War, however, it took up once again its old 
rdle of an impenetrable barrier to invaders, 
though this time they came from the West 
rather than the East. The siege of Stalingrad 
remains an unforgettable moment of history 
and the town, now partly reconstructed, still 
shows permanent scars. Thanks to works on 
its course which are still being carried cut, the 
Volga now plays a vita] role in the economy of 
the industrial region of the Urals. These works 
include dams which will permit the construc¬ 
tion of hydro-electric stations and the collec¬ 
tion of the water necessary for the irrigation of 
vast areas hitherto uncultivated, and the 
building of canals. The most remarkable of 
these, the Volga-Don canal, which was recently 
opened, is one of the finest technical achieve¬ 
ments of the century. It linhs the Volga, 
flowing into the Caspian, with the Black Sea, 
and by the Marinsky system of waterways 
the Moscow-Volga canal and the White Sea 
canal with the Baltic and the White Sea. 

If we continue our travels and pass from the 
lower basin of the Volga towards the Ukraine, 
we soon arrive at the coal basin of the Donetz 
and its oHshoots; this area was almost entirely 
destroyed during the Second World War and 
has now been restored. All this region deserves 
to be called the ^lack country’ of the Soviet 
Union. The Eastern Ukraine, whose most 
important centre is Kharkov is much more 


mdustrialized than the Western Ukraine 
which has Kiev as its capital. This ancient and 
first capital of Russia, which has been so many 
times captured and pillaged during the course 
of history, still preserves some religious 
monuments, dear to the hearts of orthodox 
Slavs, of which the architects were inspired 
above all by the Byzantine tradition. Situated 
on the Dnieper, a river which has played at 
least as important a role in history as the 
Volga, Kiev lies in the centre of a remarkably 
fertile region which produces great quantities 
of grain. It is now profiting from schemes to 
harness the rapids of the Dnieper, which have 
also made possible the development of Dniep* 
ropetrovsk, already an industrial centre of the 
first importance. 

The Ukrainian climate, which enjoys at the 
same time the maritime influence of the Black 
Sea and a southern latitude, is much less harsh 
than that of the more northerly regions. The 
type of house is quite diR'erent from the 
wooden izba which predominates in the country 
districts of central and northern Russia, while 
the character of the inhabitants is also influenced 
by the easier conditions of life, so that the 
Ukrainian is more open, gayer, perhaps more 
artistic, than the Great Russian. 

The nearer one gets to the shores of the 
Black Sea, the more the climate takes on a 
Mediterranean character, above all in the 
Crimea, where, as on the Cote d’Azur and the 
Italian Riviera, the coastal zone is sheltered 
from the winds by a mountain chain. In this 
favoured region, plantations of cypresses 
alternate with vineyards. The summer and 
winter resorts, the beaches and the watering 
places such as Yalta which once attracted the 
Russian aristocracy have now been taken over 
by the public health services of the U.S.S.R. 
for the benefit of workers from the towns. 

North-east of the Crimea and east of the 
Ukraine lies Rostov-on-Don, a town of over 
half a million inhabitants and the gateway to 
the northern Caucasus. Steppes sotvn with com 
lead up to the mountain range of the Caucasus, 
half European, half Asiatic, whose main peaks, 
Mt Elbrus and Mt Kazbek, are over 17,000 feet 
high. The districts of the Caucasus have 
preserved for centuries the ethnic and linguistic 
peculiarities of populations kept pent up in 
their mountain fastnesses, and are particularly 
rich in folk-lore. A luxuriant, sub-tropical 
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vegetation covers the lower slopes of the 
mountains and contrasts forcibly ^Wth their 
lofty, 8DOw*covered summits, higher than the 
Alps. The oil-mining industry, mainly at Baku 
on the Caspian, has changed both the country¬ 
side and the way of life of a land which had 
remained faithful to oriental traditions and 
craft industry. 

From the Caucasus one passes almost 
imperceptibly into Asia. A new world, once 
colonial, now fused with regions populated by 
Slavs into the framework of a multi-national 
slate, contributes to the general economy of 
the U.S.S.R. important resources which have 
at last been adequately prospected and 
exploited. The deserts, such as the Ust Urt, 
Kara Kum and Kizil Kum, which make up the 
greater part of this region are now on the way 
to being used for the profit of mankind. There, 
water i>ove all else is the key to riches; and 
^vherever man has harnessed it by his efforts, 
it is bringing wealth and prosperity. 

In these regions two distinct kinds of life 
are led: that of the inhabitants of the oases of 
which the best known are Khiva and Bokhara, 


who are market gardeners and artisans, and 
that of the nomads, driving before them 
immense herds of livestock. More and more, 
thanks to irrigation, agriculture is gaining on 
the desert. The cultivation of cotton, sugar 
beet, tobacco, mulberries and poppies is 
developing rapidly and bringing new life to 
ancient cities like Tashkent and Samarkand. 
These regions ^vhicb have known the tramp of 
the armies of Alexander the Great and Tarn- 
burlane are now devoted to peaceful occupa* 
tions and are literally being born again amidst 
the ruins of a turbulent past. In this respect the 
Second World War, which forced those in 
control of national defence to industrialize 
parts of the country out of reach of the 
invaders, gave a decisive impetus to a ten¬ 
dency which was already under way. 

In conclusion, it is to be hoped that those 
who turn the following pages may feel that 
they have made a fascinating journey from 
the polar regions to tropical lauds, and have 
explored a little an unknown and unbelievahly 
rich world. 

A. FlCHEtLE 
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NOTES ON THE 

These notes have been prepared 

1-3. KOLA PENINSULA. Almost entirely within 
the Arctic Cirde, the Kola Peninsula ie bounded on the 
west by the Fianish frontier from which it stretches 
eastwaidi between the White Sea and the Barenta Sea. 

In the north U U a country of tundra and in the south of 
foresta. THE KflIBINI MOUNTAINS (1,200 
metres), which are immensely rich in phosphates (apatite), 
also contain rare metala and provide building materials. 
Despite the rigours of the Arctic climate, the region has 
made remarkable progress during the last few yean. lu 
population has increased tenfold and now derives part 
of iu food supply from the successful development of 
Arctic agriculture. 

2. MURMANSK, the Western terminal of the North 
Sea Route and an ice^free port on the Barents Sea, was 
founded in 1916. It now has a population of more than 
150,000. Connected by rail with Leningrad since its 
foundation, it is now, thanks to the Sulin Canal, linked 
with the system of navigable waterways which traverse 
the U.S.S.R. It is 1 great fishing centre. 

3. LAKE UMBE stretches away into the frozen tundra. 

4. WINTER LANDSCAPE. 

5. 6. REINDEER LOOKING FOR FOOD 
BENEATH THE SNOW in the region north of the 
Urals, inside the Arctic Circle. They dig in the snow with 
the lower poinU of their antlers. The reindeer is the buis 
of Arctic economy. 

7. CHILDREN'S GAMES, in winter, in front of an 
a type of house found everywhere in the forest 
regions. 

6. THE KOSVA, a tributary of the Kama, and a 
powerful river well stocked with fish, runs through a 
deeply undulating and wooded valley. 

9. PANILOVA. CHURCH OF ST. NICHOLAS 
(16^0).The simplest type of wooden church (tent-church). 

It is planned as an octagon (each side 5 metres) with a 
pyramidal roof, Banked on the east and the west by a 
square annexe with a barrel roof. A oarthex-refectory is 
weertad in a sUt running the whole width of the principal 
building. It was there that the parishionen came with 
their provisions from remote hamlets, to await the hour 
of service. It was abo used for lay meetings, for discus* 
lions of communal affairs, and occasionally as a court of 
justice. A church was always considered by the people 
M a monument. The predominance of an aesthetic 
principle emerges in some rare specifications which have 
been preserved and which contain the following clause: 

the height u beauty and proportion dictate*. In 
fac ^e ceih^ of the church i, very low in relation to the 
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under the direction of the editor. 

10. KIZHI POGOST. CHURCH OF THE TRANS* 
FIGURATION (Kartlo-Finnish Republic) (1714). 
The church is situated on the island of Kizhi, near the 
northern bank of Lake Onega, and is planned as ao 
octagon of 5 metres on each side, flanked by four rec* 
tangular annexes orientated on the cardinal points, the 
apse having the two sides cut off^ The total area is 120 
square metres. The refectory, approached by a high 
double flight of stone steps, is the width of the church. 
An ingenious superposition of masses of equal volume, 
covered by 'barrels' topped by little cupolas is disposed 
according to a harmonious rhythm round the main 
cupola which rises to a height of 36 metres. The carpen* 
ter-builders understood with great skill bow to avoid 
monotony by varying the diameter of the successive 
cupolas in their successive rows, and by crowning the 
whole with the vigorous mass of the central cupola. 
There is even diversity in the design of the 'batrels* and 
the slope of the roofs. This extraordinary ensemble of 
twenty-two superposed cupolas and ‘barrels' is unique in 
the architecture of wood. Here again the interior of the 
place of worship is only 9 metres high. The 'Pogost' (the 
cemetery) was originally the communa) burial place of a 
number of little hamlets scattered over a district, and 
was situated at least SOO metres away from houses for 
fear of fire. If endowed with a church, the 'pogost' was 
also designated as a parish. 

11. KIZHI POGOST. CHURCH OF POKROVSK 
AND LAKE ONEGA. The enseaible forms a pic¬ 
turesque group which was even more interesting before 
the roundwood togs were covered over by planks and 
before the wooden scales of the roofs were replaced by 
painted sheets of iron (nineteenth century). The pine 
roof stands up very well to the extreme climate, and the 
decoration adds to the surface from which water can 
evaporate. This roofing has remained intact for more 
• century. 

12. KONDOPOGA. CHURCH OF THE ASCEN- 
SION (1774). This church is situated on a rocky cape of 
^e bay of ttupa on the north-west gulf of Lake Onega. It 
u the Meat of the wooden Unl-churches. its pyramidal 
roof rising to 42 metres. The plan is in three successive 
^ares: the narthex (9 metres), the place of worship 
(7.5 me^). and the apse (6 metres). The church, whose 
floor « 6 metres above ground level, may be entered on 
either side through an enclosed perron (internal height 
9 metres) approached by a lateral stairway. 

13 PINE FOREST IN KARELIA. This fomst. 
wluch covers an enormous area and in places is very 
constitutes an inexhaustible reserve of timber 
which IS highly resbttnt to extremes of climate (cf. 1 1 ). 
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14. NOVGOROD THE GREAT. lo rht foreground, 
on the left bank of the VoLkov« ere the fourteenth 
century VkalU of the Kremlin, behind which may be seen 
the cathedral, some churches and the administrative 
buildings. Formerly within the Kremlin lived the rep* 
resentative of the prince, the bishop, the elected author!* 
ties and the rich merchants, a very close oligarchy. 
Beyond the Kremlin, on the right bank of the Volkov is 
spread out the toun; formerly the quarter reserved for the 
markets, warehouses, foreigners, artisans and people of 
the lower class. In the distance can he seen Lake Ilmen. 

Novgorod, which w'as already an outpost of the Vikings 
in the ninth century, Is situated in the centre of a vast 
region of rivers and lakes which afforded means of 
communication in all directions and particularly towards 
the Gulf of Finland and the Baltic. In the eleventh 
century the Baltic was a Hanseatic sea, and Novgorod 
soon became the principal Hanseatic depot In the Slav 
country, ha\’ing a monopoly for three centuries of all 
trade with the ^'est and affiliating itself with the 
League. Constituted as a repubhc, *the Seignory of 
Novgorod the Great*, protected by forests and marshes 
against the Mongol invasion, attained by the fourteenth 
century a high degree of prosperity and power, spreading 
its dominion over all north Russia from Livonia to 
Siberia. In the fifteenth century Novgorod was rent by 
internal quarrels, and lost first the region of Pskov, then 
that of Vyatka. In 1478 it was obliged to submit to the 
authority of Ivan III, prince of Moscow, and in 149$ it 
saw the factories of the Hansa sacked and the foreigners 
driven out. In 1570 it endured the anger of Ivan the 
Terrible who, after weeks of massacres and drowmings in 
the Volkhov, gave the town over to pillage. In the eight¬ 
eenth century the rise of Petersburg, which attracted to 
itself all the Baltic trade, gave Novgorod its death-blow. 
It is now only a small provincial town; and of its enor¬ 
mous number of churches and monasteries, built by 
local artists, there remain but a score, now being restored. 

15. CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR, on the hill of 
NEREDIT5A. 3 kilometres south of Novgorod (1198). 
The church is only 23 metres high externally and 11 
metres under tbe vault, with an area of 170 square metres. 
(The opening of the cupola is less than 4 metres.) Ita 
walls and pillars are more than 1.5 metres thick. It Is 
distinguished by the unity of rhythm of its simple 
architectural lines, and by the beautiful contour of its 
cupola in tbe shape of a helmet. Inside, there is a marvel¬ 
lous collection of frescoes of the twelfth century, 
admirably preserved. 

16. NOVGOROD. CATHEDRAL OF ST. 
SOPHIA (1045*52). This ia the most ancient church of 
Novgorod. Built by Greek artists to the order of the son 
of Yaroslav the Wise, prince of Kiev, eight years later 
than the first church in Kiev, it was smaller and more 
simply decorated inside. Originally it only covered an 
area of 120 square metres (external height 16 metres, 
under vault 9.5 metres), but from the beginning of the 
twelfth century it was enlarged by tbe addition on three 
sides of galleries, surmounted later by a staircase formmg 
tribunes, and by tbe construction of a sixth cupola 
crowning the staircase. Tow'ards the end of the seven¬ 
teenth century it covered an area of 300 square metres 
and its plan became very complicated, in striking contrast 


to the simple lines and almost complete lack of decoration 
which is characteristic of the architecture of Novgorod. 
One peculiarity of these churches is the fitting high up b 
the w'alls of acoustic pottery openbg tow*ards the 
interior. 

17. PSKOV. STEEPLE OF THE CHURCH OF 
THE EPIPHANY (1495). This type of belfry was 
elaborated at Pskov, probably because of the small sire 
of its squat and simple churches. It can be recognised b 
almost all tbe eighty-eight churches of this commercial 
town, once rival to Novgorod, but it varies greatly from 
one church to another. 

18. PSKOV. PECHERSKI MONASTERY (six¬ 
teenth century). Architecturally this b a simple cube, 
splayed at tbe base. Above the gateway there is an ikon 
protected by a roof in 'barrel* form. The lantern tower 
dates bom tbe end of tbe seventeenth century. 

19-20. BYELOZERSK. MONASTERY OF ST. 
CY R1L (dbtrict of Kirilov b the provbce of Vologda). 
The monaster)', which is situated on the east shore of 
Lake Sivers, was founded towards the end of the four¬ 
teenth century. Towards tbe end of the fifteenth century 
the origbal wooden buUdbgs began to be gradually 
replaced by a vast collection of buildings b stone, which 
housed not only two monasteries-the monastery of the 
Assumption and tbe monastery of Ivan-each of which 
was surrounded by walls b the sixteenth century, but 
also a new city b the shelter of walls built about 1635 on 
tbe side undefended by the lake. The total length of the 
surrounding walls was 1,600 metres; they were 10 metres 
high and 4 metres thick at the base. Several strong 
towers, some of which are 25 metres high, adorn the 
comers. The walls and towers were covered with a roof. 
Small watch-towers crown the towers. The whole covers 
about 25 acres. 


20. TOWER OF VOLOGDA (1635). This tower is at 
the eastern comer of tbe encirclbg waU. It is 25 metres 


liffh And the soire rises to 50 metres. 


21. LENINGRAD. THE ADMIRALTY (1606-23). 
The new Petersburg of the beginning of the nbetccntb 
century owed its character essentially to the architect 
Zakharov, whose prbcipal work was the Admiralty. 
While respecting the general plan of the old wooden 
Admiralty with iu sludwork tower and preservbg the 
thm golden spire of 70 metres which accorded ill with 
his classical scheme, the archiucl had to make this 
enormous building the centre of a vast ensemble which 
would unity the three principal squares of the capital, 
the course of the Neva and three great roads radiatbg 
from it. He succeeded b dressbg m the classical style a 
building of the lime of Peter the Great, and at the same 
time giving the illusion of an original and homogeneous 
creation. Two wbgs at right angles frame a rectangular 
court which opens on to the Neva. The mam facade of 
the building (406 metres) is divided by three foreparts, 
of which the two side ones are decorated with colonnades 
which break the monotony. The central tower has a rich 
decoration arranged round a monumental gateway (8 
roeues high). A kbd of square tempietio surrounded by 
columns and decoraUd with sUtues, serves as a base for 
the high gilded spire. On each side of the entrance arc 
arranged two groups of caryatids, each supporting a 
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celeetial globe, by the ecdplor Chtcbcdrin, a pupil of 
AUegraiD. The Uufal fa^des {156 mtuth), ocanned by a 
central portico and two coloimades, end 1 b two colonnaded 
pavilions and are pierced by an arch (12 metres high) 
under which once used to pass a canal which ran into the 
river. It was by this route that the vessels built in the 
slupyard were launched. The effect of the whole is 
reznarkahle. 

22. LENINGRAD. THE FORTRESS OF ST. 
PETER AND ST. PAUL. This fortress is the historic 
core of the capital of Peter the Great, built on an islet in 
the delta of the Neva. Its plans were prepared by Peter 
the Great himself, after the capture of the Swedish 
fortresses which bad controlled the river (1702). The 
cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul is the work of D. 
Trezzini who gave its baroque bellflower a spire borrow ed 
from Dutch architecture. It is 122 metres high, and with 
the spire of the Admiralty and the dome of St. Isaac’s, 
dominates the panorama of the town. In 17S0 the fortress 
lost its military value and its vaults were used as prisons 
for officers and political offenders. It has now been 
restored and converted into a museum. 


23. LENINGRAD. MONUMENT OF PETER 
THE GREAT AND CATHEDRAL OF ST. 
ISAAC. This monument, a masleqiiece of French 
eigbteentb-century sculpture was carried out (I767'82) 
for Catherine II by Falconet (the bead of the giant figure 
was modelled by his pupil Marie CoUot, a remarkable 
portrait sculptor). The casting of the gigantic statue 
presented extraordinary difficulties and was executed by 
Russian founders after those from abroad bad refused the 
work. A serpent is entwined with the tail of the horse 
and serves as a third and indispensable point of support 
ensuring the stability of the whole statue. A granite 
block of more than 1,000 tons, whose quarrying from 
Lakhta, a few kilometres from the town, and transport 
through the marshy forest and then on a boat, took 
several months, serves as a pedestal. The inKription: 
Tetro primo Catherina secunda* together with the date 
on one side of the stone and its reproduction in Russian on 
the other, constitute the only omameot. Placed 50 metres 
from the river, in the square of the Decembrists, this 
moDument has as background a square dominated further 
off (at 300 metres) by the mass of the CATHEDRAL 
OF ST. ISAAC, now converted into a museum. 
Built (1818-5$) by the Frenchman Montferrand, assisted 
by a group of eminent archilecU, it covers 9,500 square 
metres and is 102 metres high. The work preienud 
enormous difficulties. To prevent the soQ from moving a 
fo^dauon of wooden piles 23 metres long was necessary, 
wkch took five years of effort to construct The hoisting 
of the columns to the dome, 40 metres above the ground, 

fe^ed use of an ingenious lifting apparatus and 
tneuntd planes. 


WINTER PALAC 
(I75W8). Dwigncd by the McUuct RestreUi. It 
built iMjde a rectangle, 260 metiee by 220 metres, and 
Mt^ed round a central courtyard of I2.SOO tquai 
tliti. It* prmcipal facade looks on to the Palace ^ar. 

^ Adnural^ A profusion of columns «td carving, 

bron« of the capital, enliven the two long facade, 


Burnt in 1837 and immediately restored, the interior has 
undergone considerable changes. The magnificent Jordan 
staircase has retained its original appearance. The palace 
contains four remarkable audience rooms, and 1,500 
others, now given over to European painting. 

RasUelli, the architect of the Tsarina Elixabeth, a 
Russian of Italian origin, w*as trained in France in the 
school of Robert de Cotte, and inspired by German 
baroque architecture. He has left bis mark on all works of 
Russian architecture of the eighteenth century' from 1741. 

25. LENINGRAD. THE RUSSIAN MUSEUM 
(1818-2S), the old Michael Palace, was transformed in 
1898 into a museum of Russian art, and is the work of 
the great architect Rosii, mater of a number of ensembles 
in Petersburg. The cleverly calculated perspective of 
Mikhailovskaya Street, the uniformity of the houses of 
the square (250 metres by ISO metres), the monumental 
breadth of the great courtyard (170 metres by 70 metres 
and enclosed by a sober railing with a well^proportioned 
gate), the deliberate simplicity of the low wings (70 metres 
long, 10 metres high). w*hicb dank the main block (110 
metres long, 21 metres high), all combine to intensify the 
effect of the harmonious proportions of the central 
colonnade. 

26. LENINGRAD. GRIBOEDOV CANAL. View 
of a section of the canal between the Nevski Prospect and 
the Moika. 

27. LENINGRAD. THE HERMITAGE 
MUSEUM. THE ATLANTES AT THE EN¬ 
TRANCE (1646-51). As the old Hermitage w*ai no 
longer large enough to hold the art collections, the new 
Hermitage was built, on the edge of the little winter 
canal. Its architecture, by Klenxe, is dry and genteel. 
At the entrance, there are ten Atlantes in grey granite, 
carved by Terebenev. 

28. LENINGRAD.THESTROCANOVPALACE 

(middle of eighteenth century), at the comer of the Nevski 
Prospect and the Moika Quay, is a beautiful example of 
a princely dwelling in Petersburg. Built and decorated 
by RaaUtUi on a restricted site (3,500 square metres) 
roiind a main courtyard, it is interesting for its clever 
arrangement and its Kulptural decoration. 

29. LENINGRAD. PALACE SQUARE AND 
THE ALEXANDER COLUMN. The Palace Square, 
after the Square of the Decembrists, is the most beautiful 
in Leningrad. The great crescent ^shaped buildings of the 
Headquarters of the (^neral Staff, built by Rossi (1819- 
29) join up smoothly with the lateral facade of the 
Admiralty. The grandiose mass of the semi-circle (280 
metres by 21 metres high) is opened in the middle with 
a triumphal arch (9 metres by 14 metres high), flanked 
by two colonnades. The triumphal chariot and the other 
bronzes are the work of Demut-Malinovski and Pimenov. 
In the centre of the square rises the .Alexander Column 
(1834), a monument commemorating the patriotic war of 
1812. Erected by Montferrand, it is a gigantic monolith of 
red granite 47.5 metres high and 4.5 metres in diameter, 
op a massive pedestal. The angel of peace, 5.5 metres 
high, crowns the column. The erection of this 60(1 ton 
monolith took superhuman efforts and even more 
complicated machinery than the transport of the block of 
the statue of Peter the Great (cf. 23). 
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30. LENINGRAD. THE ACADEMY OF FINE 
ARTS (1765-72), a niegiuficeDt buildmi: arranged 
round a circular court (50 metres in diameter). The fa^de 
is highly successful (130 metres by 21 metres high) with 
its basement (10 metres high) subordinated to the 
piarw no6ile and its three porticoes making the most of 
the centre and its extremities by the decoratioiu by its 
vestibule, its monumental staircase and its rooms looking 
on to the Neva. The Frenchman, Vallin de la Motbe, and 
the Russian, Kokorinov, are its creaton. This block, 
consisting of five courtyards covers 17,500 square metres 
and rises from the Vassiliostrov island on the Neva 
Quay, which here Is more than 300 metres wide. In front 
of this palace, a t^ide granite staircase descends towards 
the river between two plinths, each of w'hlcb carries a 
sphinx brought from Thebes. Executed in 1834 by the 
architect Tbon. 

31. LENINGRAD. CATHEDRAL OF KAZAN 
(1800-11), built in a square which opens on to the Nevski 
Prospect, was dedicated to the Virgin of Kazan whose 
miracle-working ikon was brought from Moscow by Peter 
the Great. Field-Marshal Kutuzov is buried here and his 
statue stands, with that of Barclay de ToUy, in front of 
the cathedral. It is now used as a museum of the history 
of religions. Constructed and decorated exclusively by 
Russian artists under the direction of the architect 
Voromkhio, this work appears paradoxically, to be 
purely Italian. The plan, a latin cross orientated parallel 
to the road, is a unique example among orthodox churches 
of an entrance by the transept (area 2,700 square metres; 
height 21 metres; summit 54 metres). Opening of the 
colonnade 8$ metres; height of columns 12 metres. 
Sumptuous interior. 

32. LENINGRAD. THE PALACE OF THE 
PIONEERS AND THE ANICHKOV BRIDGE. 
The ancient Anichkov Palace, built in 1743 by ZenUov 
for Count Razumovski, the favourite of Elizabeth, faces 
the courtyard which the architect Quarenghi completed 
in 1802, by building the wing on the road and the entry 
to the colonnade on the Fontaoka Quay. Beautifully 
proportioned, without sculptural embellishments, the 
ensemble b almost modest, despite iu considerable 
size (25,800 square meters). In 1937 the building was 
converted into offices for the education of the Communbt 
youth of the city (Palace of the Pioneers). In the courtyard 
the architect Gbeguello built a new block, completing 
the ensemble and including the propylaea in the axis of 
the palace. The halls and reception rooms were restored, 
some rooms being decorated by the craft painters of 
Palekh illustrating stories of Puskhin and Gorki. On the 
ANICHKOV BRIDGE there ere bronze groups by 
Baron Qodt (1839). 

33. PETRODVORETS. THE PALACE AND 
THE WATERFALLS. PetrodvoreU (formerly Peter- 
boOi founded in 1704 on the picturesque south bank 
of ^e bay of the Neva as a summer residence for Peter 
the Great. Leblond built a small palace and some pavi¬ 
lions on the Urraces which descend towards the sea; 
w'ster was led to fountains and a long canal was dug as 
far as the bank in the axb of the palace. Between 1745 
and 1751 Raslrelli reconstructed and considerably 
enlarged the palace. He rcananged the lower garden on 
a megnificeoi scale. In front of the palace the water 


from the cascades runs down over high gilded steps 
arriving in a basin and finally entering the sea by the 
* avenue of waters', a splendid background for this view. 

34. PUSHKIN. LOOKING OUT ON THE GAR¬ 
DENS. Pushkin, formerly Tsarskoe Selo, the favourite 
residence of the Empress EUzabetb, u situated on a 
wooded hill. The palace, built by Rastrclli (about 1755) 
in a gorgeous rococo style, has a fa^de 300 metres 
long and 22 metres high, divided by three high blocks, 
decorated with an amazing richness. 

35. LENINGRAD. THE MARKET OF THE 
KOLKHOZES in a small square in the city. 

36. PASTURE, on the Sovkhoz State Farm of Teresino 
(Kiev district). Cattle breeding. The dairy cows are a 
cross of the Ukrainian and Simentbal (Swiss) breeds. 
The record has been 6,140 litres of milk from one cow in 
a year. 

37. KALININ (TVER). THE RIVER STATION. 
Kalinin, situated on the Moscow-Leningrad line and the 
starting-point for navigation on the Volga, is the trading 
centre for an industrial region (cereals, textiles, paper). 
The fa^de is open for 90 metres, the rotunda is 40 metres 
in diameter and 18 metres high (35 metres with the 
laotem tower). Its style is inspired by the great country 
houses of former days. The warehouse quay is under 
construction. 

38. A MODERN HOUSE NEAR MOSCOW, for 
families of which at least ten have television sets. 

39. WOODEN HOUSE IN TRADITIONAL 
STYLE NEAR MOSCOW, reddish brown in colour 
with windows picked out in white. 

40. A UKRANIAN HOUSE (Khau) built of cob, 
lime-washed and thatched. It is the home of a kolkhoz 
peasant. The working buildings are owned collectively. 

41. AN ISBAH NEAR MOSCOW. A village house 
in the forest region, built of logs. 

42-43. IN MUSCOVY. BIRCH TREES. Copses of 
young birch trees in some parts cover large areas. They 
are rarely exploiud efficiently in this country of abundant 
wood. They are mostly self-sown. Quite often in Muscovy, 
in the middle of the forest, one will come on an avenue of 
These are usually the remains of a road leading 
to the property of the country nobility, who left for the 
towns to become officials during the period 1870-80. 

44,47. THE CATHEDRAL OF ST. BASIL (1544- 
60). This famous church in the Red Square, at the foot 
of the Kremlin, is an agglomeration of churches and a 
unique example of Russian art. It is a votive church, 
built by Ivan the Terrible after the conquest of the 
Tartar kingdoms of Kazan and Astrakhan. Round the 
stone church consecrated to the Virgin, were built seven 
temporary wooden chapels, each dedicated to the saint 
whose feast had coincided with a victory. They were 
later replaced by brick buildings. In 1588 the son of 
Ivan the Terrible, Feodor, added a new chapel of the 
‘Blessed’ Basil, whose name is now given to all the rest 
of the building as well. The most venerated altar of the 
triumphal church was dedicated to the entry of Jesus to 
Jerusalem; on Palm Sunday the Tsar, leading by the 
bridle the Patriarch’s horse, took part in a great 
procession. Two Russian masters, Posnik and Banna, 



are the author# of this monumeat; lU atructare atema 
from the national architecture ityle in wood. The four 
octagons (10 metres in diameUr) which make up the 
central chapel (15 meUes in diameUr) are in the form of a 
cross, and between these four secondary churches are 
interposed four lower chapels, arranged diagonally. The 
whole is enclosed in a square of about 28 metres on each 
«de. A gallery circles the building and reuoius the 
churches. The whole rests on a crypt 7 metres high, 
enclosed and vaulted.Two staircases, home by the vaults, 
lead to the galleries on the w*est fa^de. In the second 
half of the seventeenUi century, the gallery and the 
porches were vaulted and the outside staircases covered 
in to form a pyramid, and at the south-east angle of the 
group an isolated pyramidical beU tower was built. The 
eight unequal domes have each their own character 
which is empbasbed by the different colours of the faience 
squares, either flat or in relief, and the mulii-coloured 
paint of the brickwork. The ensemble, despite the fantasy 
of the forms, has a unity, and even the violence of the 
colour does not detract from the harmony which is 
drawn from the well-balanced masses 'of its pyramidal 
composition. As in all wooden churches, the interior is 
dark. The space for worship is small: 84 square metres 
for the central church, 17 square metres for each of the 
six others. IS square metres for those of the north-east 
and south-west. (Exterior height of the central tower 
57 metres, bterior height of the cross tow'ers 20 metres). 


nineteen, and they received decorative tops b the form 
of pyramids; the Tower of Spasskiya Gate with a carillon 
clock by the Englishman Gallow*ay (162$) and of the 
Troiukaya Gate on the tame model (168$), the Borovit- 
ikaya Tower on the model of the Sumbeka at Kaxan; 
the others, of a more simple design. Finally, the Mikol- 
skaya Gate was crowned (1840) with a eopy of the bell- 
tower of the church of Stargard in Pomerania, Coming to 
civil buildings: the Law Courta in the classical style 
under Catherine II and the elumsy Imperial Palace in a 
pseudo-Russian style, built by Thon in the nineteenth 
century. In the photograph taken from the south-east 
side from right to left: the Bell Tower of Ivan the Terrible, 
the Cathedrals of the Uspenski, the Archangel and the 
Annunciation, the Terem Palace and the Imperial 
Palace; Moskva Quay, two unnamed towers and, in the 
background, the Borivitakaya Tower, 

46.MOSCOW.PARADE ON THE RED SQUARE. 
View taken from the north side of the square. On the 
right: the east wall of the Kremlin with the Gate of the 
Saviour surmounted by a carillon clock tow*er, the mauso¬ 
leum of Lenin in the foreground. In centre: the church 
or St. Basil. On the left: the big state warehouses (nine¬ 
teenth century), and in the background a giant block of 
data on the Kotolnicbeakaya Quay (1952). Parade to 
celebrate the 30l)th anniversary of the incorporation of 
the Ukraine. 


45, 46-51, 60. MOSCOW. THE KREMLIN. 

45. THE KREMLIN SEEN FROM THl 
MOSKVA. The Kremlin, at the same time sanctuar) 
palace, citadel, rises from a triangular hill on the bank 
of the Moskva, and covers about ISO acres. All period 
from the fourteenth to the twentieth century have le( 
their marks. Of the original wooden Kremlin the onl* 
trace is the church of ST. SAVIOUR IN THE FOR 
EST (sixteenth century). The Tartar domination led t 
the loss of building technique and Ivan III had to go t 
Italian architects. Between 1474 and 1480 he succeeded 
in bringing to Russia first FioravanU of Bologna, ai 
encyclopedic brain, then Solano and Alevislo of Milan 
and numerous artists of various crafu. From 1530 tb' 
Italians were replaced by Germans, Englishmen ant 
Dutchmen, In the centre of the Kremlin there soon ros 
three cathedrals: that of the Uspenski (Assumption 
(1479), the Annunciation (1490) and the Archange 
Gabriel (1509), the GranoviUya Palace or Hall o 
the Terem (Belvedere) Palace (1S08- 
b35), and the bell To>ver of Ivan the Terrible (1600) 
Tne encircling walls were built between 1485 and l$0l 
^Italians on the model of the Sforxa Castle in HUan 
"^8™ng at the Moskva. In the centre of the wall rise 
the Tainiukaya Gale (Gate of the Secret, whence a secre 
aubteitanean passage led to the river). The round comer 
of Beklemichev m at the ust and the condui 
«the weet Pawing on to the defence of the tonn tide 
ttefe ate on the cut: the wall* with their MikoUkiya anc 
tte Spa„bya (Saviour) GaUs and the Areenal Towei 

» compltlei by ih. 
Qo^-weet w^ TWnity) Gat. 

the ^ kilometret of walls. Ii 

but more towere were added, until there we« 


47. MOSCOW. INTERIOR OF ST. BASIL'S 
CATHEDRAL. Sober decoration. Inscription ‘Svyat’ 
(Saint) repeated. 

48. THE TOWER OF THE HOLY TRINITY 
(1685) crowning the Troiukaya Cate in the middle of 
the north-east wall. Built on the model of the Spaatkiya 
Tower (cf. 46) on the Red Square aide. 

49. CATHEDRAL OF THE ANNUNCIATION 
{BLAGOVESHCHENSKI)(1482-90). Private chapel 
of the princes, built by arehiucu from Pekov, it ie very 
mall (12 metrei by 12 metrei) and includes galleriee 
reserved for women, with a staircase turnin g in the 
thickness of the north-west comer and communicating 
with the Palace. The galleries and the adjoining chapels 
date from the end of the iwteenth century. Total ex¬ 
terior height: 29 metres; height under the dome; 23 
metres and under the veulU: 12 metres. The area for 
worship is only 12 square metres. 

50. CATHEDRAL OF THE USPENSKI (AS¬ 
SUMPTION). the church used for the coronation of 
the tears and as the mausoleum of the patriarchs, was 
built in 1475 under the direcUon of Fioravanti who had 
apparently stndied the churches of Vladimir to find 
inspiration from them and to avoid Italian influences. 
The vaults rest on six supports, of which four are round 
columns. Five apses are faintly marked. The interior 
despite its small rise (floor area 24 metres by 24 metres; 
height 20 metres under the vaults and 37 metres under 
the dome), gives the impression of grandeur, lhanb to a 
^od distr^ution of light and its monumental painting. 
Toe extenor paintings are seventeenth century. Height 
of the fa^de: 21 metres, under the cross 43 metres; 
ms 1,020 square metres. 



51. BELL TOWER OF IVAN THE TERRIBLE 
AND THE CATHEDRAL OF THE ARCH¬ 
ANGEL MICHAEL. The bell towet, serving the three 
cathedrals, was built in 1600 by the order of Boris 
Godunov on the site of oo ancient church. Its builder 
was a foreigner natned Wilke. (Octagon of 3.S metres 
each side, first storey 21 metres high« total height SO 
metres). The adjacent arcaded bell-tower was built by 
Russians (1543), as was its p)Tainid added in 1624. It 
w*as modified after 1812 when it w’as shaken by the 
French troops who tried to blow it up. THE CATHE¬ 
DRAL OF ARCHANGEL MICHAEL, mausoleum 
of the princes and tsars up to Peter the Great, was built 
at the beginning of the sixteenth century by the Milanese 
Alevisio, who decorated it in the style of the first Italian 
Renaissance and introduced the cornice for the first 
time in Russia. The Church preserves the traditions of 
Suzdal of the twelfth century, but it is enriched wth a 
gallery over the narlhex. Its porches are decorated with 
rich stone carvings. Height of the facade: 21 metres, 
under the cross* 43 metres. Area 760 square metres. 

52. MOSCOW. THEMOSKVA ANDTHETOWN 
SEEN FROM THE KREMLIN. On the wall of the 
Kremlin, from left to right: the round Beklemicbev- 
skaya Tower, the Ptrovskaya Tower and two unnamed 
towers; the new bridge across the Moskva joining the 
Red Square with the right bank and the big new build¬ 
ings dominated by one of twenty-six storeys on the 
Koulnicheskaya Quay (175 metres high, 700 fiaU); to 
the right, an ancient house, recently built higher, and 
the bell-tower of an eighteenth-century church. 

53-6. The new streeU of Moscow, wide, rectilinear, 
bordered by buildings of five to twelve storeys, are 
progressively replacing the narrow, irregular streets of 
little nineteenth-century houses. 

53. GORKI STREET, near the Red Square, one of 
the boulevards radiating from the centre. On the left 
IS the Moskva HoUl; in the background, the Red Square. 

54. CHISTYE PRUDY BOULEVARD, one of 
the roads which forms the inner ring of the old town. 
There is a Utile lake on which Muscovites go boating in 
summer. 

55. SADOVAIA CHERNOGRIASKAIA STREET. 
In the background the great adminielrative building in 
the square ‘Kjasoyie Vorou'. 

56. ARBAT QUARTER. SMOLENSK SQUARE 
IN THE BACKGROUND, showing three genera¬ 
tions of buildings, a email town house of the nineteenth 
century, blocks of flats of the period 1930-4(1 and the 
huge building in Smolensk Square. 

58. MOSCOW. THE UNDERGROUND. BOTANIC 
GARDENS STATION. The flnt line of the under- 
ground went into service in 1935. The length of lines 
to-day in use ij 61 kilometres of double Uaek, with 
forty-one suiions. ‘a chain of subUrranean palaces’; the 
BoUnic Gardens Sution has walls of pale marble decor¬ 
ated with gilt ornaments end ceramics. 

57. 59. MOSCOW. THE UNIVERSITY. The 
udversity, named after Lomonosov, oo the Lenin Hilb 
(once the Sparrow Hills), the highest part of the capital 
covers 700 acres. The total volume of all the buildings 


comes to 2,611,000 cubic metres, distributed over 420 
acres. The central tower has thirty-two storeys and is 
240 metres high, including the spire of 55 metres w'hlch 
rises 317 metres above the Moskva. The tw'enty-teven 
principal buildings and ten annexes with their 148 
amphitheatres and lecture rooms and more than 1,000 
laboratories, have a total of 4,500 rooms which, together 
with the great balls, could hold 28,000 people. The 113 
lifts, some of which travel at 3.5 metres per second, 
could simultaneously transport 2,000 people. The resi¬ 
dential part consists of 6,000 rooms for students and 184 
fiats for teaching staff. The University Club contains a 
theatre with 800 seats, two balls w*ith 600 seats, common- 
rooms, a gymnasium, a swimming-bath. The library 
contains 1,200,000 volumes; a conveyor belt serves the 
six reading-rooms. A sports ground situated in the park, 
a botanical garden of 105 acres, etc, completes the 
whole (architects Lev Rudnev and Chemichev; opened 
in 1953). 

60. THE GRANOVITAYA PALACE was built by 
M. Buffo and P. Solano (1487-91) to serve for audiences, 
great receptions and banqueu of the tsars. It consists 
of only one square ball covering 548 square metres with 
four herring-bone vaulu (height 9 metres) which spring 
from an enormous square pillar in the centrci It com¬ 
municates by a door (which has a sunound richly carved 
in stone), with the ‘Sacred Vestibule’ on the north, 
between the ball and the Terem Palace, the residence of 
the princes. After the fire of 1682, the windows of the 
hail were enlarged and decorated with carved surrounds 
in the baroque style. In the picture can he seen the 
corner of the palace, the church of ‘the Saviour behind 
the golden grille* (1681) jomed to the Terem Palace, 
and a gallery communicating wdth a tiny church, of the 
‘Sacerdotal Ordination*. 

61. MOSCOW. YUSUPOV HOUSE (HOUSE OF 
THE BOYAR VOLKOV) (end of sevenuenth century), 
belongs to an epoch when the boyars were beginning to 
build more spacious and more elegant homesi In two- 
coloured brick, with a baroque fint floor and a more 
simple ground floor. There remains a hall covered by a 
vault of 14 metres span. The houses of the nobles were 
always at the end of a great formal courtyard, flanked 
by a service court. 

62. 63. 66. MOSCOW. MONASTERY OF NOVO- 
DEVICHY (New Monertery for Young Ladiei). 
PicturcMTue and gay. thie mooagtery on the bank* of 
the Moikva cover* about 8 aae* and i» surrounded 
by walls 840 metres in length. lu cathedral, in a simple 
and severe etyle of architecture, and it* surrounding 
walls are distinguished by their whiteness, and date from 
the sixteenth century. The nearby buildings surrounding 
the cathedral are the refectory with the church and the 
high bell-tower, b red with white decoration, constructed 
at the end of the seventeenth century in the baroque 
Style. 

63. GENERAL VIEW. In the foreground the eastern 
sunounding wall with one of iu two square towers 
(height 20 metres). Behbd the wall (height 9 meUes) arc 
the isolated bell-tower (65 meUes high), b the baroque 
style (end of seventeenth century), and further off, the 
sixteenth century cathedral, similar to the Uspenski 
(bthedral b the Kremlb, but a little bigger. 
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66. PRINCIPAL ENTRANCE AND CHURCH 
OF THE TRANSFIGURATION. The oripaal 
lober conftnictioD of the snieeoih century wu much 
modified ben^eea 1660 and 1688 in twwcr to the fashion 
for baroque coming from lloaine. but oevertheles! 
purified by the taste of Musconte masters. The archi- 
tfctural dresBing up of the original entrance transformed 
it into a pedestal whose lines have a rhythm identical 
with those of the church. The decoratioa is white on a 
red background* the domes gilded. In the middle of a 
Hide terrace (43 metres by 16 metres), the church (12 
metres by S metres) rises to a height of 16 metres for 
the main building, while the foot of the cross is 36 metres 
above the ground, and the top of the spire 36 metres. 

64, 65. 67-70. ZAGORSK. MONASTERY OF 
THE TRINITY ST. SERGIUS. Momuten-fortiese 
of the sinteenth-seventeenth century, celebrated for its 
victorious resistance lasting for sateen months against 
the Polish troops who came to Russia nith the False 
Dmitri Tith foundations laid in 1330 on high ground, 
furrounded at that time by immense forests, it covers 
more iS acres enclosed within walls. In an 

irregular pentagon lies the Cathedral of the Dormitioa, 
massive and squat (second half of sixteenth century) 
and the soaring b<Il>tower (second half of the eighteenth 
century). Scattered around* near the monumental main 
entrance (sixteeath cencory) of the eastern wall* there 
are the Pilgrims' Hoose and the Parlour, and at the end 
of the lane a church (seveoceenth century), the ancient 
cathedral of the Holy Trinity (1423). and a small churcL 
Near the west wall, the monks* donoitories and the 
infirmary. North of the cathedral: the Palace of the 
Tsar and the grander pilgrims' lodgings. The lateenth 
ccatory walls, which were mnch damaged daring the 
siege, were rebnilt ahont 1650 and had their towers 
repaired. 

64. The octagonal tower of the south*<ast corner. 
Towards the right, the east wafl* with the entrance 
gateway. Towards the left: south wait a bnilding for 
the clergy and the cathedraL then the refectory with its 
chnrch and the beD^tower in the backgronnd. Outside 
the walls: two vodve chnrthes and a chapel above the 
indent spring (seventeenth centory). This monastery is 
now a musenm of history and art, 

65. THE MONASTERY IN THE SNOT 
FORMER CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY 
TRINITY (1422-23), to which was joined at the south, 
towards the end of the fifteenth century, a small church 
ud recepdoQ room. A little later the two chnrchea were 
decorated with painted designs which, having aged, 
now make mtercfting patterns. At the end of the seven- 
tolh century somebody had the curious idea of perch¬ 
ing a mean little baroque bell-CurTct on a comer of the 
wf of the cathedraL as weQ as adding a gable to the 
little vesdbaie 843een built at the same period. 

67. OLD REFECTORY OF THE MONASTERY 
M nf seventeenth eentnry) m the baroque style of 
Mokow, with bosMs, little coinmns and window sor- 

B the style of the rafectory of the Monastery of 
St Simon bi Moscow of the date. 

M. on tlie d*y of Sl Sei^ (lath Jnl,) 

of the Cathednl of the Amniption (teeond half of the 
«te«uh tataj, 4S metn by 32 metra, height 21 


metres, under the cross 47 metres). 10 mettes away is a 
late seventeenth century chapel which is the tomb of 
Boris (^nnov. 

69. THE BELL TOWER is the work of Michurm 
and L’khtomsky (1741-69). Square plan: 27 metres by 
27 metres, heifht under the cross 82 metres. 

70. THE IKON05TASIS. .Although executed after 
the Council of Stoclav of 1531. the painting of the iconos¬ 
tasis bears no trace of an iconographic manuaL but the 
mfiuence of Rublev is plain, particnlarly In the second 
tier with the archangel Michael and the two saints on 
his left, as well as in the fourth der. The third is traated 

more libenllv. 

* 

71. KOLOMENSKOE. THE CHURCH OF THE 
RESURRECTION (1532), erected in the village 
which was a sammer residence of the princes of Moscow, 
has great historical importance: Muscovite art was 
emancipating itself from Western influence. The pyramid 
outweighs the doote in importance and the general 
concepdon is tradidonal (cf. wooden churches, 9-12), is 
the atvie of a monoment. Its novelty made on impression 
on the sixteenth century and the church was consecrated 
by the Metropolitan in the presence of the Grand Prince, 
his frjnily and his bo van. They extolled the 'height, the 
beauty and the marvellous brightness'. Despite its small 
size (320 square metres and the interior 72 square metres), 
the chnrch produces a superi> effect tkanlcf to its height 
(62 metres exterior and 57 metres interior) and its wide 
terraced galleries (7 metres high) with outside staircases. 

72* YAROSL.WL. CHURCH OF ST. JOHN 
THE B.4PTIST. The commercial city of Yaroslavl 
prospered in the seventeenth century. Its merchants 
dedicated themselves to its embeHishment. There were 
seventy-five churches. Most of them date from 1160-90, 
hence the homogeneity of style. Their generous propor¬ 
tions make them superior to those m Moscow. All cover 
more than 300 square metres and are further enlarged 
by the addition of vast covered galleries. All have five 
cupolas on top of high domes, pierced by windows, in 
consequence of an order by the Patriarch fo^idding 
the use of a pyramid roof except in the case of chapels, 
belfries and porches. They are built in hard brick* 
enriched with enamelled faience. The coof is covered with 
strips of iron or gilded copper, ta the manner of wooden 
chtt r**h^ 

73, KOSTROMA. IPATIEV MONASTERY. 
C.ATHEDRAL OF THE TRINITY (163(W2), 
The monastery, situated on the left bank, jutting out 
into the Volga, belongs to the group of monastery- 
fortresses, although it is quite small There Prince 

the first tsar of the Romanov dynasty hid ]iimsel£ 4 nd 
it was there that he was elected (1613) to heal the wounds 
of his conntry after the Polish war and the uprising of 
the Folse Dmitri The cathedral buOt later, is bnpoamg 
on account of the timplicity of its ample forma the 
beautiful curve of its domes. Enlarged by the Patriarch 
of Rostov, Jonas, a great builder who added the gallezies 
with their entrance porches, and covered the interior 
with paintings. 

74. ROSTOV THE GREAT. NORTHERN TALL 

OF THE KREMLIN AND CHURCH OF THE 
RESURRECTION, The Kremlin of Rostov (1670-63) 



Dot the citadel of the town, but the fortified retidence 
of the Metropolitan, Jonas, who had it built, leaving the 
cathedral outside iu walls. The chief characteristic of iu 
buildings is the intimate union of religious, civil and 
military architecture. Covering more than 5 acres, 
surrounded by 610 metres of walls, 10 metres high, with 
eleven towers, this Kremlin has a more medieval air 
than Moscow's. Of its five churches, three are built 
underneath entrance porches and they are linked by a 
circular path; two on the north side and one on the w*est 
are flanked by two great towers. The church of the 
Resurrection (plan: 12 metres square; height 16 metres 
at the &oQt, 36 metres under the cross, rising to a total 
height of 44 metres above the ground), is the most 
ancient. 

75. MELIKOVO. CHEKHOV’S OLD ESTATE. 
In 1691 Chekhov bought 250 aaes of forest, a park 
and an orchard 20 kilometres from Moscow. There be 
gardened, shot. Ashed and helped his peasants, but 
being tuberculous he could not stand up to the raw 
climate. 

76. GORKI. TOWER OF THE KREMLIN. 
One of the few remains of the fortified walls of Nizhni- 
Novgorod. This enormous tower, constructed about 
1600, drew its inspiration from the Moscow Kremlin. 
Plan: 20 meUes square; height 30 metres approumately, 

77. GORKI. THE VOLGA AND THE OKA. 
This view of Gorki is taken from the left bank of the Oka, 
at the confluence of the Volga. The silhouettes are 
visible of the buildings and churches of the Fair of 
Nizhni-Novgorod. Since 1816 an annual fair, started 
by the Princes of Muscovy m the fifteenth century to 
compete with the Tartar Khans’ fair at Kazan, has 
been held here. It used to atuact crowds of foreigners 
and it was a big market for cotton, wool and tea. 

78. MAGNITOGORSK. The Urals is an old metal¬ 
working region, still more important since Magnitor- 
gorsk was built: with its four giant blast-furnaces it is 
possibly the second metal works in the world. 

79. 80. SVERDLOVSK, formerly Ekaterinburg, 
once a fief of the Stroganovs, immensely rich merchants 
who helped Peter the Great to industrialize the Urals, 
is a jumble: a baroque cathedra] and a wooden house with 
an elaborate veranda next a farm entrance. Now Sverd¬ 
lovsk is the centre of a powerful industrial combine 
(425,000 inhabitants). 

81. KAZAN. SIUMBEKI TOWER (early Kven- 
teenth century). A waUh-tower at the entrance of a 
small fortified enclosure. 

82-5. VLADIMIR. 

82. CATHEDRAL OFTHEASSUMPTION(1185- 
69). Like all Suzdal churches, it is built in white stone 
brought by waur from the Kama quarries. It has inspired 
many architccU, among them Fioravanti (c£. 4$). Built 
round the shell of a domed church, burnt in 1185, it 
dominates the Kliazma Plan: practically square(33 metres 
by 31 metres), it covers 1,160 square metres with iU three 
high jutting-out apses, lu doorways are wide, and the 
exterior decoration conslsU of high half-columns and 
blind arcades on little columns with sculptured corbeb 
running round the facades; iu carved capitals are 
Armenian in style. The bell-tower (height 65 metres) was 


built in the seventeenth century and is 100 metres from 
the church. Picturesque, it seems to have no connection 
with the Suzdal type of church. 

83, 84. SAINT DMITRI CATHEDRAL (1194-97), 
was used by the Court of the Grand Prince; it was jobed 
to the palace by galleries which were demolished b the 
nmeteenth century. Of medium size (18 metres by 17 
metres; height 17 metres, under the cross 30 metres), 
with three high apses, it only has one small dome. Above 
a girdle of richly carved arcades, the upper part of the 
facades and the doorways are overlaid with reliefs of 
Armenian and Sassanid influence, rembders of commer- 
cbl ties with Persb and Trans-Caucasus via the Volga 
and the Caspian. 

85. GOLDEN GATE. Entrance to the surroundbg 
wall of the city. The central structure (22 metres high) 
with its arch (12 metres) alone dates from 1164. The 
church itself is seventeenth century. The two little towers 
are eighteenth century. It owes iu name to its copper 
faced door. 

86. SLEDGE at Gorki. The Sledge remams the most 
common and practical means of transport b wbter 
for medium distances. The Russian drivers are extremely 
adroit, driving only with the reins, without a whip. 

87. KALUGA. SHELTERED MARKET. A scries 
of facades, the remains of a series of covered markets 
constnieted at the end of the seventeenth century and 
the beginning of the eighteenth, this is unique of its kbd. 

88,89. MINSK (239,000 bhabitanU), capital of Whiu 
Russb, was founded m the eleventh century on the 
banks of the Svisloeh, a tributary of tbe Berezba. 
Completely nibed durmg tbe last war, it is bebg rebuilt 
m a sober, monumental style. 

90. KIEV. THE DNIEPER. Upstream from the 
upper town, when the river U low. On the left is Podol 
or the lower tovm with its lighters. At flood lime the 
waters spread for 1$ to 20 kilometres. 

91. KIEV. CATHEDRAL OF THE ASSUMP¬ 
TION. Old church of eleventh century of considerable 
size (900 square metres, approximauly). It was falling 
bto ruins when it was saved b 1614 by tbe Italian 
architect Bracci. He was in the service of the Metropoli¬ 
tan Peter Monila, who, after the liberation of Kiev from 
the Polish yoke, had many monuments restored. Tbe 
church, of Byraotbe structure, is a kbd of imiution 
provincial baroque church. Many motifs of the wall 
carving are borrowed from the peasant embroidery of 
Galicb and the Ukrabc. 

92. KIEV. CATHEDRAL OF ST. SOPHIA, the 
oldest extant Russian church, was completed b 1037. 
Of Byzantbe inspiration, but bspirod by the cathedral 
of Korsun m the Crimea and the Trans-Caucasian style, 
30 metres wide by 38 metres long, it had flve naves 
ending m five apses, with thirteen domes: it was sur¬ 
rounded on three sides by a gallery, which brought the 
floor area up to 1,230 square metres. Its central dome of 
7.5 metres diameter rose to 29 metres. Sacked by the 
Tartars in 1239, it was abondoned and b tbe seventeenth 
century was nothing but a shell when the Metropolitan 
Mohila bad it sketcluly repaired. About 1705 the Hetman 
Mazeppa, a baroque enthusiast and a discriminaUng 
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builder, carried out tome rezuarkable altcrationa. Four 
dome# H-ere added, tbe windowi were enlarged and framed 
by ebort colujnna, eurmounted by nordic-looklng pedi* 
mentj. Tbu and other alteratioiia compleuly changed the 
eimplicity of iu primitive form. Iniide, the wonderful 
mosaic is almost intact. 

93. KIEV. STADIUM KHRUSHCHEV. Kiev 
(850,000 inhabitaoU) capital of the Western Ukraine, 
and third most important town in the U.S.S.R. after 
Moscow and Leningrad, is an important communications 
and beavyindustry centre. It is rising from its wartime 
ruins and recently an enormous stadium has been built. 


104, 105. ODESSA, founded in 1794 by Catherine II 
at the mouth of the Dnieper, owes a great deal to the 
Duke of Richelieu, a French emigr6 who was governor 
from 1803 to 1814. He laid out the town on a regular 
plan, with wide streets bordered with trees. Many houses 
were built of marble, using the blocks carried as ballast 
by the Creek vessels coming to load with wheat. It 
scared very much during the Civil War and during the 
last World War. A university and industrial centre and 
the biggest Russian port on the Black Sea, it has deep 
water and is almost always ice-free. Exports are wheat 
and timber, imports coal from the Donbas and petroleum 
from the Caucasus. 


94. DAM ON THE DNIEPER, ‘DNIEPROGES’ 
(width 740 metres, height 40 metres). The project which 
aimed at making the lower Dnieper navigable by doing 
away with the rapids, at assisting irrigation and finally 
at being a source of electric power bad been worked on 
for a good many years before the government called in 
a team of foreign engineers. The American engineer, 
Hugh L. Cooper, advocated the construction of a single 
dam, curved inwards. The construction took from 1927 
to 1932. The central hydroelectric station was, in 1939, 
the most powerful in Europe. The dam bad to be aacri- 
ficed to the needs of defence, but its reconstruction was 
undertaken even before all Russian territory bad been 
freed, and it was completed in a very short time. 


95-100. HARVEST TIME IN THE UKRAINE. 
The Ukraine has a southern climate and rich soil especially 
in its south-esstem territory. It has the greatest density 
of population of the whole of the U.S.S.R. and it is the 
biggest agricultural reserve of the whole country. The 
steppe, with wide horuoni, gently undulating, is inter* 
lected with small woods, buttresses against soil erosion. 
Wheat covers 15 million acres, a third of the culti¬ 
vated area. The production of fiax, which used to enjoy 
almost a world monopoly, baa diminished. Sunfiower 
grows over 2 millioa aeiei, without counting the 
plants edging the fields and growing in gardens. Tobacco 
is grown in the region of Poltava and in the South. 
Photograph 100 was taken on a Kolkhos in the Poltava 
region, famous for its flowers. The wooded region, in 
the north-west, once a refuge for the ill-defended popula¬ 
tion of the east, has kept iu Lively rural traditions (96). 


101,103. THE UKRAINE, nicknamed the Vorkshop 
of Russia’ from the Donets, is, like the Urals (cf. 78) 
one of the great centres for the production of pig iron and 
stoeL The complete metallurgical cycle is concentrated 
in this collection of industrial towns whose growth has 
been extremely rapid. The magnificent depoiiu of iron 
at Krivoi Rob and coal in the Donbas, the centre 
of industry in tsarist days, have been opened up by recent 
developmcnu. The hydro-electric sution of the Dnieper 
(a. 94) II the centre of the combine. Dnicpropctiovsk, 
nver port on the Dnieper, employs in iu chemical and 
me^ factories more than 58,000 people. Here is the Park 
of Culture and Rest, round which traveb a miniature 
children. Zaporoxhstal employs more than 
30.000 worker, in iu blut furnace, tad Iu work, 
pi^uong alnmmhiin and manjanew. Kharkov (833.000 
“h^iiant. m 1939), economic capital of the Ukraine 
FodQce. locomothrea. machine tocl^ tractor, and elec- 

tncal equ^menL 
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186. SEVASTOPOL. A fine military and commercial 
port with deep basins, in a bay 7 kilometres wide. Founded 
in 1764. A wide stone stairway leading from a portico, 
descends to the port. 

107-9. GUR2UF, YALTA. ALGI. The southern 
coast of the Crimea (the ancient Tauris), protected from 
the north winds by a chain of mountains, has a Mediter¬ 
ranean climate and flora. The winters are mild, the 
summers hot and dry. Along all this coast are to be 
found sanatoria and rest homes for workers, situated 
among orchards. 


110, 112. ROSTOV-ON-DON, an intellectual and 
also an industrial centre, terribly damaged during the 
last war, b now rising from its ruins. 


111. GORLOVKA, a mioiog town of more than 100,008 
inhabitants, in the Donbas, and a centre of heavy industry 
The Park of Culture, amidst a landscape of ilag-heaps. 


113,114, VOLGA-DON (‘LENIN’) CANAL is 181 
kilometres long and passes slightly to the south of the 
point where the two rivers run closest together, to keep 
it as near as possible on one level. The waUri reach the 
canal along the watershed, 88 metres above the Volga, 
by means of nine locks and rejoin the Don by means of 
four locks with a fall of 44 metres. A large artificial lake 
on the Don, the Teixnlianikaya ‘Sea’, provides reserve 
water m the summer; three artkcial lakes and a powerful 
pomping-sUtioD feed the ‘Sea’ from the little streams 
which run into the canal. The hydro-electric schemes 
under construetion on the Volga will further improve 
the canal, so that large vessels can use it. The excavation 
entailed the removal of 56.5 million cubic metres of 
earth, took 1 millioa cubic metres of concreU; 2.5 million 
square metres of bank were faced with stone. The water 
was let in on 1st February 1952 and on 10th June 1952 
tbc fiml ship from the Volga arrived on the Don, 


niALirtUKAD. Iu heroic defence effec¬ 
tively checked the Gennan advance after a murderous 
battle which ended with the capituUtion of Marshal von 
Paulus on 2nd February 1943, The town was almost 
Woiud out hut It U rapidly being reboilt. The residential 
quyters m spread ont along tho Volga where fine quays 
repUca the warehouses and industrial buildings which 
«ed to mwd the banks. Parks and woods surround the 

townwdpwtcctitfrom the drying wind from theiUppe. 

^ plans for the new Stalingrad have been made on a 
^e It u a river port to which the Volga-Don 
gtvtt new outlets, an important railway junction 
and an mdustnal centre. Stalingrad continues to expand 



119. WOOD FLOATING ON THE VOLGA. 
Convoys of rafu, shaped like cigars with 800 cubic 
metres of wood in each, coining from the Urals by the 
Kama, descend the Volga and are diverted by the l^nin 
Canal (cf. 113) to the Black Sea and the Donbas. 

120-3. MATSETSA, SOTCHl and GAGRI. The 
Georgian coast of the Black Sea. the ancient Colchis, has 
a sub-tropical climate, with mild winters (6°C. in January) 
and hot moist summers, which favour a luxuriant 
vegetation. MaUUa (121) has an ultra-modem sulphur 
thermal establishment, built in 1938—10, (7,500 baths 
daily). The Botanical Garden of Solchi (122) founded in 
1894 by privaU enurprise and enriched by many 
sub-tropical planU by Michurin, now has mote than 
10,000 specimens. 

124. GORGE OF THE RIVER BAKSAN; 
rouU leading to Elbrus (cf. 126). in the Cenual Caucasus. 

125. LAKE RIZA, mounuin lake in Georgia, 30 kilo¬ 
metres from the shore of the Black Sea. 

126. MOUNT ELBRUS (5.615 metres) sUnds on the 
edge of the formidable ridge which runs for 200 kilo¬ 
metres at a height of neatly 5,000 metres to Mount 
Kazbek. Elbrus b a mounUin of volcanic origin with 
two peaks. The East Peak (5,595 roeues) was first climbed 
in 1868 by three Englishmen (Douglas W. FresbCeld, 
A. W. Moore and C. C. Tucker), a Swbs guide and four 
Georgian hunters; the West Peak (5.615 metres), was 
also first climbed by an Englishmen (H. Woolley) in 
1889. 

127. MOUNT KAZBEK (5.046 metres), where legend 
says the torment of Prometheus took place, like Elbrus 
has enormous glaciers. Thb view u uken at the enUance 
to the Derial gorge, on the GeorgUn Military Highway 
(cottslrucUd between 1857 and 1861). which leaves the 
valley of the Terek, goes over a pass of 2,379 metres and 
descends to Tiflb (Tbilissi). The river Terek 0owe in 
the foreground. A ridge (2.170 metres) with the church of 
Tsminda-Sameba hides the foot of the mountain. The 
first ascent of Kazbek was abo made in 1868 by Fresh- 
field, Moore and Tucker. 

128. MESTIA, VILLAGE IN SVANETIA. 
Svanetia, in the upper vaUey of the Ingur and difficult 
to reach, has preserved iu original cbaracUrutics. The 
mountains have served as a refuge from numerous invad¬ 
ers, and the houses still tell the ule with the square 
shape of their watch towers, sometimes as high as 20 
metres and often as numerous as the houses. 

129. FLOCKS OF SHEEP IN DAGHESTAN. 
On thb limestone plateau with its bare, eroded ridges 
progressively dryer towards the East, large numbers of, 
sheep and horses are raised. 

130. ANANUR, IN THE ARAGVA PASS. 712 
metres up, b overlooked by the ruins of a fortress, con¬ 
taining within iu waUs a watch-tower, two churches and 
the ruins of a casUe of the ErbUves, frontier guards of 
the kings of CeorgUe 

131-3. MTSKHET, at the junction of the Aragva end 
the Kura, was the capital of Georgb up to the end of the 
fifth century; from the ninth century onwards many 
princes of the BagraUde dynasty were buried there m 
the Cathedra! of Sveti-TikhoveU. mduding the Usl 


king, George XI (died 1801), who named as hb heir the 
Tsar Paul. The Cathedral of Sveti-Tskhoveli, rebuilt 
in the fifteenth century, tyipifies the unchanging Armenian 
architecture in freestone, with conical dome. In the 
crenelated wall there is a beautiful gateway (132). Con¬ 
vent of SamtavTo (133) has omamenUl carving with 
lace-making motifs. 

134-6. TIFLIS (TBILISSI), the capital of Georgia 
from the sixth century (afttr Mtskhet). It was pillaged 
by Tamburlane. conquered by the Persians, threatened 
by the Turks, destroyed by the Persians in 1795, and 
finally annexed by Russb in 1801. Situated at the 
crossing of the east-west rouU (Caspian-Black Sea), and 
the north-south (Russb-Armenia). it has always been 
rebuilt after iU many sackings and pillagings. The 
industrial development of the last few years has stimulated 
new growth, and it is now the largest modem town in 
Georgia (more than 500,000 inbabiunts), and an import¬ 
ant scientific centre. 

134. Petsbn house in a street in the old ‘Bath’ quarter. 


135. The main building in the Park of Culture and Rest 
built in a style adapted to the climate. 

136. On the banks of the River Kura: on the left, the 
Persian quarter, with narrow, twuting streeU climbing 
the Sclobaki hill; its fortress is to be seen among the 
trees of the Botanical Garden. The Russian town, with 
wide, shady streets, b built upstream. 

137-^0. CROPS IN GEORGIA AND AZERBAID- 
ZHAN. Georgia, if the mountainous districU are 
excepted, b a country of hiUs surrounding valleys whose 
characters vary according to the way they face. Beside 
the fields are to be found orange and lemon plaDtelioM. 
Id the plains of Georgb and in the basin of the Kura m 
Azerbaidihan, cotton and tea are grown. U.S.S.R. u a 
large tea consumer and 100.000 acres were planted 
with it m 1938 (1,500 b 1905). 

141,142.147. ERIVAN (1.595 metres above sea level), 
a half-Persian town, situated b a well-mgated basm 
growing rice, cotton, hemp and vbes. It is being tr^s- 
formed by the steady growth of iU bdustry. Capital of 
the Republic of Armenb (more than 200,000 inhabitanU) 
it has been recenUy enriched by monumenu m the 
architectural tradition of the country. The high Armenian 
plateau, a rugged and bobted «.a. b •“"'’““d'd Jy 
Lh mounlab*. Ararat (5.160 metres), where Noahs 
ark tested after the Flood, has its summit m Turkey. In 
1914 Baedeker recommended UaveUers to take wiffi them 
on their ascent ‘rugs, cooking utensUs. tea. ted wine, 
ric« and two of coal’s 

143-5. LAKE SEVANorGOK-TCHAI.l.OlSmetres 

above sea level and covering 1.395 
(The Uke of Geneva b 577 sq. k.). In the northern part 
of the bke on a smaU volcanic island (now * 

paubsub sbee recent works have 

level) there b an Annenbn “om 

fourth century, with a nbtb century church with some 

Armenbn tombstones of the twelfth century. 

ECHMIAZDIN. sbee 1441 the religious capitM of 
Armenia, at the foot of Mount Arara^ possesses a celc- 

brated convent. Amidst high, fortified waU. st^ds the 
^ . J -.1 iA tht VirciD, on the ipot where. 
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•ecording lo Amenian legend the Son of God appeared 
to SU Gregory the lUununator (2S7-331), the apoalle and 
6r»t patriarch of Annenia. It ia the Urgest religious 
building in Armenia. It has a Greek cross with semi- 
eircular apses and characteristically Armenian conical 
domtto 

146. KOLKHOZ HOUSE AT BATUM, on pflca, a 
coDunott type in the Bitum region. 

U9. HOUSE IN THE MOUNTAINS OF 
DAGHESTAN, perched on t linsMtone mounUio. 

150,151. MOUNTAINS OF DAGHESTAN.Typical 
landscape in theee high, arid, limeetone mounuins. 
CUNIB, a vast mountam platean 1,200 metres above 
sea level, was in the nbeUeoth century the centre of 
reaistante of the inde^ndent tribes of the Caucasus 
whose nligious fanaticism bad been stirred up by the 
EmirShamyl. 

152. UNDER-WATER OIL WORKINGS AT 
BAKU. Ascrbatdshan has reserves of petroleum esti* 
mated at 2,500 million tons; before the war it provided 
72 per cent of the total petroleum of the U.S.S.R. The 
workings are on the outskirts of Baku, in the Apsheron 
peniniula. Baku, the capital of Azerbaidibao, is an 
industrial town of 600,000 inhabitanU. 

153. DEV.KESKEN CITADEL ON THE UST 
URT PLATEAU. Overlooking the Eastern Caspian 
from a cliff 200 metres high. The plateau of U«t Urt is 
a poor, arid country whose small population is grouped 
round a few wells. 

IS4,1S6. KARA KUM DESERT, to the south of the 
Amu Daria, covers 65 per cent of the area of the Turkmen 
Republicn 

155, 157. HORSES ON THE STEPPES. In spring 
herds of animals enliven the steppe. Horses, sheep and 
camels graze in summer along the banks of the Syr Daria 
or ia the foothills of the mountains. 

1S8. BOAT ON THE AMU DARIA. Tht Amu Daria 
(ancient Oxus) runs for 2,512 kilometres until it flows 
into the Aral Sea; originally its mouth was in the Caspian. 
It flows, with an average width of 700 metres, muddy and 
meandering, through the desert. The artificia) irrigation 
rf the basin of the Amo Daria dates from the earliest 
times. It has been considerably enlarged and improved 
within the last few years (cf. IM). The ‘byuks’ (cf. 173) 
with raised stem and prow, broad and deep, without a 
deck, are up to 12 metres long. 

159-162, 159. In the oasis of Chardzhui women select the 
wlk cocoons for the factory. 

160. Grape harvest b the hot oases of Uzbekistan. 

161. Halt on the Tashkent Ibe (built b 1905, linhmg 

Orenburg and Tashkent). In the foreground a Kazak 
woman* 

162. TWfctul woiwm and chad in their winter clothe*. 

163-6. The cnltivation of cotton ha* been carried on in 
the oaeee of Turkestan eince the end of the ninetecolb 
«ntury. The construction of dams (166) and the consider- 
progress m irrigation «:hemes have inaeased both 
the »«* under cultivation and the yield per acre. 


164. A new kolkhoz beside a canal m the Tashkent 
region, 

165. Newly picked cotton is stored at the Aravan factory 
before being sent to be cleaned. 

163. Cotton-transport on the Syr Daria; barges laden 
with raw cotton on the way to be processed at Tashkent. 

167>70. BOKHARA, (50,000 inhabitants), ancient 
Moslem capital of learning, situated b an almost water* 
less region at the end of a braneh railway line, bas lost its 
importance as the principal market for Central Asia. Its 
role as the mtellectual and religious centre of the Sunnite 
sect of Islam dates from the tenth century onder Ismail 
of the Ssmanide dynasty. It was destroyed m 1220 by 
Genghis Khan, rebuilt, and agab rubed and rebuilt by 
Tamburlane and became, with the accession cf the 
Uzbeks (150$) the capital of the Khanate of Bokhara. 
Bokhara contains 360 mosques and 101 medressebs or 
religious colleges. 

167. Behbd the platforai of the Medresseb of Mir*Arab 
(sixteenth century) rises a magnifleent minaret, the 
highest b Turkestan (SI metres). It is the Execution 
Tower, whence, up to the end of the nmeteeoth century, 
orimmals used to be thrown headlong. It is b the form 
of a round column surmounted by a gallery which forms 
the capital. It is entirtly covered by enamel tiles. 

168. Tomb of Ismail (tenth century). 

169. Public auction before the Medresseb of Cbir«Arab. 

170. The great rectangular courtyard of the Mejid 
Kalyan, built by Tamburlane. 

171. SAMARKAND. Merchant of 'Sbugunnahs*. hats 
of the Karakalpaks. The Kanikalpaks of the Uzkek 
republic owe their name to their hats of black astrakhan 
fur (kara-black). 

172. SAMARKAND. TEA*HOUSE. Coo]iit%» is 
provided by the shade of a venerable elm and an irrigation 
conduit w'hicb runs under the planks. 

173. BOATMEN INTHEIR‘KAYUK’on the Amu 

Daria. 

174. THE RAMPARTS OF OLD MERV. In a 
beautiful oasis b southern Turkmenia, on the Muigab. 
The Arabs made it a capital With iu well*irrigated oasis 
Md tke gTMt dam of the Murgab, in the seventh wnlury 
it was the equal of Baghdad. Destroyed by Genghis Khan 
in 1216. it was restored in the fifteenth century, but 
toteUy mined in I79S by the Emir of Bokhara who 
deatroyed the dam of the Murgab. It submitted to Russia 
without a ^ht. ia 1884. Sine* then, the Murgab area 

been irrigated and drained and restored to the eultiva- 
rion of rice, cotton, fodder crops and supports 70,000 
inhabitants. More than 100 square kaometre* of mounds 
of ruins and remains of brick fortifications bear witness 
to its past greatness. 

175-8. SAMARKAND, beautiful oasis on the Serav* 
chan has been celebrated from the earliest time*. ‘The 
Seravchan u the second blessed spot created by the word 
of Ormnid*. AB the country up to the Sir-Daria was 
conquered by Cyrus and. under the name of Sogdiana. 
with Samarkand as the capital, formed part of the 
empire of Darius. Alexander conquered it and Genghis 


Kbaa sacked it, ^hiJe Tamburlaoe made the rebailt end 
improved Samarkand the capital of the Tartar empire. 
Under the Timurides in the fourteenth and fifteenth 
centuries it became a magnificent town of 1SO,000 
inhabitants, trading with Turkey, Russia, India and 
China. 

In the beginning of the sixteenth century its decline 
began. It was annexed by tbe Russians in 1868, and the 
to>s'n has been enlarged with a new district with wide 
streets and magnificent gardens. Industries have been 
started and are developing. It is now the capital of 
Uzbekistan with a population of 130,000 inhabitants. 

175. FACADE OF THE MEDRESSEH OF SHIR 
DAR, The Registan, a vast market place, is flanked by 
three admirable medressebs; on the west that of Ulug-Beg, 
on the north Tillah Kari and on tbe east Shir Dar, built 
in 1616. Tbe fa^de is decorated with tiles, blue and 
yellow dominating, with touches of red and green. 

176. GENERALVIEWOFTHESHAHZINDEH. 
Tbe tomb which Tamburlaoe built in honour of a disciple 
of Mahomet, dominates tbe group of tombs of members 


of Tamburlane's ohd family. The domed chapels are 
linked by a portico, decorated like the domes themselves 
with glazed and coloured tiles of faience of great brilliance 
of colouring and delicacy of execution (fourteenth 
century). Tbe door which gives access to the portico, at 
tbe foot of the hill, was built by Ulug-Beg in the fifteenth 
century. 

177. GENERAL VIEW OF THE MEDRESSEH 
OF BIBl KANEH, built by Tambnrlane in honour of 
his favourite wife, Queen Bibi, a Chinese princess. Its 
gigantic ruins rise above the fairground. It is the greatest 
medresseh in Asia, but, like the Colosseum, it has been 
used as a quarry over the centuries. The remains of the 
admirable facing of the tiles is still on the walls, but the 
dome has fallen in and the arch, which rose to S6 metres, 
is broken. 

178. THE TOMB OF TAMBURLANE (Gu^Emir), 
built in 1404. On an octagonal base rises a round tower, 
decorated with an inscription in cnfie writing, white on a 
blue ground; it b sunnounted by an enormous blue-tiled, 
ribbed dome. 
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3. PRiSOU'lLE DE KOLA. LE LAC OUMGE 


THE KOLA PENINSULA. LAKE UM8E 
















THE RfVEP kOSVA 


A RIVlEPe KOSVA 



































16. NOVGOROD. CATH£OR*LE SA.NTE-SOPHI6 


CATHEDRAL OF SAINT SOPHIA 














MONASTERy OF SAINT CYRIL. THE FORTIFICATI 


0,EUOZERSK. HONASTERE OE SAlNT.CYR.LLe.L-eNC£.NTE 














MONASTERY OF SAINT CYRIL. TOWER OF VOLOGDA 























































«. leninsrao, P*LA,S DES p,onn,ers et port .n.,ckkov 


^HE PAEACEOPTHE PIONEERS ARO THE ANICHKOV ORH 
































53 PCTROOVORerS le grand chateau £T LES cascades 


PETROOVORETZ THE PALACE AND WATERFALLS 



















pusmkjn looking Out on tme 


OAROENS 














pasture 
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3’. KALiNlNZ lA 6AR6 FLUVIAI.E 


KALININ TK6 R»V€fl STATIC 















3d MASSON AUA INVIRONS OE MOSCOU 
A house near MOSCOW 


IS MAISON AUA ENVIRONS QC MOSCOU 
A HOUSE NEAR MOSCOW 
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«<) MAISON UKRAINI^NSE 
UKRAINIAN mouse 


4t iZeA AUX ENVIRONS Ot MOSCOu 
AN ISSAM NEAR MOSCOW 


^'OSCOVie. ALLEE OE TIUEULS 


MUSCOVV ALIEV OP 


L«ME.TREES 












46 MOSCOU SAINT.BASllE 


MOSCOW TmE CATHEOftAl OP SAINT 9AS<C 

































*9 MOSCOU LE KREMUN TOUR 


OE LA SA(NT€.TftlNlT6 


MOSCO. ,„e 









49 MOSCOU L€ KRCMLIN CATH^DPALE 0£ L ANNONClAnON 


MOSCOW THE KPEMUN CATM60PAL OP TmE ANNUNCiATH 
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OE L'ARCHANGE 

cathedral OF THE ARCHANSEL ST. MICHAEL 
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MOSCOU VUF OU SUfi lA MOSKVA ET LA VUlE 









MOSCOW. THE MOSKVA AKO THE TOWN SEEN EROM THE KREMLIN 




















S5. MOSCOU. RUe SADOVAIA TCHERNOORlASKAIA 


MOSCOW. SADOVAIA CHERNOORIASKAIA STREET 




A 

4 





I 


% 


r: 








































MOSCOW TH£ UNIV€«S<TV ASSeM0(.t MALL 


MOSCOJ L'UNIVEftSlTC O^ANO AMPMiTHCATRe 


ie MOSCOU ( E METRO STATION OU JARD.N 

MOSCOW Ti.f UNDERGROUND eOTAHiC GARDENS STATION 












































69 MOSCOU. L*yNlV6RSlTe 


MOSCOW Tn£ university 














MOSCOU. 

MOSCOW 
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ZAGOflSK. MONASTERY OF THE TRINITY SAINT SERSIUS 


M ZAGORSK, MONASTERE DG LA TRINITE SAINT SERGE 
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MOSCOU. NOVODEVITCHY. tSLISE 0£ LA T«NSJNSU«A^ 
MOSCOW. NOVOOeVICHY. CHURCH OF THE TfiANSFiGUftATlOM 






















O ZAGORSK mONASTERE OE la TRINITE SAINT SERGE. LE CLOC^ER 

ZAGORSK. MONASTERY OF TME TRINITY SAINT SERGIUS. THE BELL-TOWER 


























































(pAtlEV MONASTERT CATHEDRAL 


MONASTERE iPATfEV CAThE^PALC Ot lA TPIN'TE 







74. «0ST0V-LA.6RaN 06. MUR NOftO OU KREMLIN 



ROSTOV.THE.GR6AT. NORTHERN WALL OP THE KREMLIN 








G0RK(. tour ou kremlin 


CORK#. TOWER OF THE 


KREMLIN 




77. LA VOLGA er L'OKA A GORKI 


GORKI. TM£ VOLGA AND THE OKA 





































KAZAN. StUMa^Ki rnu/cD 
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*1? VI AD^MIfi rATHfO^^AtE OE I'ASSOMPTlON 


VLAOlwm. CAlMEDftAL OF 7KE ASSUMPTION 
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36 VLAOlMlP POPTE D'OP 


VLAO(MI« GOLO£N GATE 













KALUGA. SHELTERED MARKET 





























KIEV CATHEDRAL Of THE ASSUMPTION 


9) KiFV CATHPORAtf DE I ASSOMPKON 



























«• KIEV. S*INTE SOPHIE 
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KIEV SAINT SOPHIA 












KIEV STADIUM KftgSHCMEV 


93 K*ev LE STADE kROuChTCMEV 




94 BARPAGP ^UR IF ONipPR 

































ONltPBOt'tlROVSK PUBUC GSKDENS 


102 DNIfPBOPEIBOVSK. J*B0IN PUBLIC 





























SEVASTOPOl.. THE HARBOUR STAIRS 
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BOSTO 




















ROSTOV-ON.OON. THE 


HARBOUR 















nj CANAI VOIGA OON 


VOLGA DON 






^1* CANAL VOLGA.DON 


VOLGA-OON CANAL 
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GORGE*; DE LA RIVIERE SAKSAN 


On the River baksan 



m LAC f^lTSA 


LAKE 








12S LXieAOUS IS 61S ml 


MOUNT 6U0RUS i»0,4?O iij 







mOijnt kA 


























MTSKH6T Ol-TFP GATE OF THE CAtHtORAl 


n? MSK.fCTA PORTC OC I ENCn^TE OE LA CAThEORALE 













^33 MSKHeu. LE MONASTfRe 


mtskhet the convent 



















>36 TBiliSS, LES R,V£S OE L. KOURA EI LA VIE.LLE VILLE 


«'L,SS, IKE BANKS Of THE RivER KURA AND THE OLO TOWN 










€RIVAN 



















LAC SeVAN OM 
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U6. ETCHMIA02W, LA CATMCORALe 



6CMMIA02IN. TK£ CATHEORAL 
























SU0MARJNE OIL-WORKINGS *T BAKU 


I«. EXPLOITATION PETROLieftE SOUS-MARINE OE BAKOU 




-5} CIUOELLE OE OEV-KESKEH SU« LE PL*TE*U O'OuST OUST 


Oev.KESKEN CITADEL ON THE UST URT PLATEAU 





1M OESSflT OU KARA KOUM LA CARAVANE AU POINT O’EAU 
KARA KUM DESERT CARAVAN AT THE WATERING-PLACE 




HORSES IN THE STEPPED 


IV. CHEVAUX DANS LA STEPPF 







'56 LE PRINTEMPS 0*NS LE oeSERT DU KARA KOUM 


SPRINS IN THE KARA KUM OESERT 












157. CAVALIERS TgRKMENCS 


tltRkmenian horsemen 



V01LI6R SUR L'AMOU OARlA 


AMU OARIA 



cocoo 


HAllE SUfi t* HONE 06 TACHK6NT 
HAll ON TH6 TASHKENT I (Nf 


)f.O (At I* l I TTf DU MAiS^N CN 00/6tK(StAN 
MAMVfSf IN U/0F''^STAN 
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COTTON TR4NSPORTATION ON THE STR OAR'* 


lAI IhANSPOBT OE COTON SUP l£ OARIA 
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COTON eROT A L'USINE O’ARAVAN 


NEWU,.P.CKE0 COTTON AT THE ARAVAN FACTORY 
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0OaTM€n in TmEiR 









$»MARH»N0 fa<;adi. of the meoresseh of 


MEOR( SSf H OE CHIP OA« 






















SAMARKAND TANBURLAN£S‘T0MB 


lOMBFAU or TAM(HLAN 
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